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Figure 1. Occupational Groups of Healthcare
Personnel Exposed to Blood/Body Fluids;
NaSH, 6/95 to 12/03 (N=23,197)*
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Causes

In general, needlestick injuries (NSIs) are caused by simple and
preventable mistakes in handling sharp medical devices."*
According to EPINet surveillance data, 60% of reported NSIs
occurred after the clinical procedure was performed. These
incidents happened before or during the disposal process
(See Figure 4)."

Studies show an increased risk of injuries with rushing, anger,
distraction, and multiple attempts to complete a procedure.
Additional factors with a negative impact on safe handling
were healthcare worker (HCW) fatigue, uncooperative patients,
or teams affected by staff shortage. '?

EEBRREREILIN60%

500

159%

40%
4009 i
W During device use :g‘,)/,ﬂ ?;
mmm After use of device, before disposal £ 2 V)\(:;/; ‘;‘//,/q:
mmm During or related to device disposal - 0 /(f A ==ak
: ] : Vo e
1 During device re-capping ==

Figure 4: When NSIs occur
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Bloodborne Transmission

Infection EXposure-asso. Group of HCWs Most Intervention
Attack Rate(%o) Affected
HIV 0.1-0.4 Nurse,lab workers AZT
20/NIF R ER TR
ﬁﬁi'.lﬁ?iu
HBV 2-40 Nurse,lab workers, Vaccination, HBIG
surgeons,dentists,dialysis AN GER RIEIKE
e B/a SR EE AR
278
HCV 1.2-10 Oral surgeons Immune globulin
not effective
EHEN (REER -3
@8 - 6fEa )
CMV Very low None NA
Ebola virus High Nurse Guidelines
Syphilis High Nurse TERG MR REEEY) - S
Pencillin G 2.4MU |
CJD NA None Guidelines,
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